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DISEASES OF WOMEN. By H. S. Crossen and R. J. Crossen.
The C. V. Mosby Co., St. Louis, 1941. 9th Ed., pp. xiv + 948.
$12.50.
Any American medical text which runs to nine editions may be said to
have attained notable success. A survey of the present edition by these
authors reveals that such achievement is well deserved. According to the
authors' foreword their aim has been to present the material in a practical
way so that in the daily handling of patients the newer advances in knowledge
may be used with effectiveness and understanding. This has been done and
special attention has been given to the recent developments in the fields of
biology and physiology as they apply to gynecology. Another most useful
and effective part of the work is that relating to gynecologic examination and
diagnosis. This is written in a concise and clear manner reflecting in its
excellence the sound and extensive clinical experience of the authors. Other
chapters are of equal merit and of course of no less importance. This work is
a fine addition toour medical literature in a fieldwhere changes in fundamental
concepts are today relatively rapid. While it must be evident that this
reviewer is enthusiastic concerning the text it is with regret that a like feeling
does not extend to many of the methods used in illustrating the work. The
use of photography as a means of pictorial expression has in this day been
developed far beyond what is displayed here and a medical public aware of
this cannot but be critical of this work. Many of the illustrations represent
copies of half-tones found in other American texts, a money-saving device to
be sure, but quite incapable of giving good clear results. In many instances
such reproductions involve descriptive printing in drawings and these are so
badly reproduced as to be unreadable. Occasionally such drawings are
reproduced as to be entirely commendable, especially those by the master
Brodel, and should embellish such texts for a long time to come. Photographs
apparently made in the authors' own clinic often leave much to be desired.
Many illustrations are well done, however, and the colored drawings which
are represented are splendid. It is unfortunate that the excellence of the
one should so emphasize the poor quality of the other. HERBERT THOMS.
THE MAN WHO LIVED FOR TOMORROW: A BIOGRAPHY OF
WILLIAM HALLOCK PARK, M.D. By Wade W. Oliver. E. P.
Dutton & Co., New York, 1941. Pp. 488. $3.75.
This is a biography of William Hallock Park. But it is much more than
that. Not only do we find a delightful account of the wisdom, and the vision,
and the work of a man of science, but we can read here the history of a phil-
osophy, no less than the history of the public health laboratory and the history
of diphtheria control. When we read that Doctor Park was "a perfect type436 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
of the scientist in the service of the state" we gain but a scant impression of
the qualities of the Park we knew, for however true such an epigrammatic
statement may be it fails to reveal the genial humanitarian spirit which was
the essence of the man. Fortunately, Wade Oliver has made this facet of
Park's life a dominant note throughout the pages of the book. The important
fact is not that Park could discover this or that important fact or apply a fact
disclosed by another; rather, it is that he saw beyond the facts, and out of his
vision he constructed an element of civilized living without which preventive
medicine as we know it could not exist. Is it not ironical that so many of
those saved from the bacillus of Klebs should be destined to fall before the
Kultur of an era so foreign to both Klebs and Park?
To those who wish to learn of the establishment of the "germ theory" of
contagious disease and to those who would become familiar with one who may
be called a "benefactor of mankind," this book is commended.
GEO. H. SMITH.
TEXTBOOK OF EMBRYOLOGY. By H. E. Jordon and J. E.
Kindred. D. Appleton-Century Co., New York. 4th Ed., 1942.
Pp. xiv + 613. $6.75.
Jordon and Kindred's well-known Textbook of Embryology has been
improved in this revised edition. Although new figures and text material have
been added, the total number of pages has not been increased over the
original number of 613. An account of human development, as in the first
edition, is supported and made more clear by citing examples from non-human
material. Information from some experimental embryological data has been
distributed throughout the text. This enriches the story and gives emphasis
to an important source of knowledge that has helped explain mechanics in
development.
The reviewer would like to remark in passing that an ideal modern text-
book in embryology for medical students is still unwritten. It would not be
imnpossible to present successfully and adequately a relatively short account of
mammalian development combined with critically selected illustrations from
comparative and experimental studies in embryology. This would not only
be a most interesting and exciting story but it could leave the student with
some stimulating ideas about problems of broad biological significance.
L. S. STONE.
FOUNDATIONS OF BIOLOGY. By Lorande Loss Woodruff. The
Macmillan Company, New York, 1941. Pp. xvii + 773. Price
$3.75.
A very attractive and pleasing change from the first five editions of this
text has been made in the typography and binding. The subject matter has